Subsequent to the quality control procedures applied at AOML, each drifter position time series was truncated when drogue detachment was indicated by an onboard submergence sensor (through 1992) or strain gauge. Without an attached drogue the water velocity measured by the drifter may be contaminated by the direct influence of wind on the exposed surface buoy. Niiler et al. [ 1995] investigated the effectiveness of both the WOCE/TOGA and TRISTAR designs and found that wind-induced slippage was less than 1 cm s -1 in wind speeds of 10 m s -• with an attached drogue. This is comparable to the expected velocity accuracy resulting from Argos positioning [Niiler et al., 1995] . Elimination of undrogued trajectory segments reduced the total amount of available data by approximately 23% to 309,728 drifter days. A 2-day Gaussian filter was applied to the final trajectories to suppress tidal fluctuations. Drifter velocities were computed from the filtered position time series using a cubic spline function at each 6-hourly interpolated position. to the eastern subtropical gyre (1992) (1993) (1994) (1995) , to the Labrador Sea and subpolar gyre (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) , and finally to the western tropical Atlantic and Caribbean Sea (1997 Sea ( -2000 . This temporal variability in data density hampers our ability to compute true "decadal-mean" circulation statistics in several regions of the 
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Eulerian Mean Circulation
Construction of the Fields
The quality-controlled drifter velocity measurements were grouped into spatial bins to construct quasi-Eulerian fields of velocity and EKE. In any such analysis there is an inevitable trade-off between spatial resolution, areal coverage, and statistical reliability of the box-averaged quantities. The fields presented here are based on velocity observations grouped into 1 ø x 1 ø boxes. This box size was chosen to provide a reasonable depiction of major ocean circulation features (particularly boundary currents in the subtropical and subpolar regions) while ensuring that most boxes contain sufficient data to form statistically reliable mean values. Only boxes containing a minimum of five independent velocity measurements were retained. Measurements in a given box were judged to be independent if (1) they resulted from different drifters or (2) they resulted from the same drifter but that drifter remained in the box for more than one Lagrangian integral timescale, taken here to be 10 days. This value is comparable to previous estimates , 32øN-36øN averaging. This smoothness is the most likely explanation for the large and symmetric differences near the Gulf Stream axis where small differences in the inferred mcridional location and width of the mean jet result in locally large EKE differences between the two data products (see inset, Plate 8). As shown in Figure 2c , the difference between drifter-and altimeter-derived EKE is greatest in high-EKE regions. This is consistent with an expectation that more energetic regions are likely to exhibit greater ageostrophic (i.e., inertial and/or Ekman) velocity contributions that are immeasurable with satellite altimetry. In contrast, the largest EKE differences (found in the Gulf Stream region) reflect spatial differences near the Gulf Stream due to smoothing as described above and are not systematically biased.
Regional Discussion
In hypothesize, and eventually substantiate using a monumental hydrographic database [Curry, 1996] , that oscillating wind forcing associated with the NAO results in changes in the distribution of oceanic potential energy throughout the subtropical North Atlantic. We speculate that these potential energy changes (e.g., changes to tbermocline depth as a result of The R83 EKE values could therefore be overestimates of the true eddy energy, particularly in the Gulf Stream region where large wind stresses and strong synoptic atmospheric variability may account for much of the motion of an undrogued surface drifter.
Were a correction for this measurement discrepancy possible, the impact would be to enhance the inferred interdecadal differences in EKE amplitude by lowering the R83 EKE estimates. 
